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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

On Wednesday September 30, 2009, an earthquake of 7.9 Richter scale rocked West Sumatra. 

Most of the casualty found in Padang (the capital of West Sumatra with a population of 750,000) 

and Pariaman. There is no final information yet about the death toll, but some source said that 

the earthquake took 1100 lives. 

BNPB or the Indonesian National Board for Emergency Response on Disaster is responsible for 

the coordination of post disaster aid and recovery but they mostly focus on medical aid, 

emergency shelter and basic needs. Saving the heritage is out of their priority. Fortunately a lot 

of heritage activists have taken quick action, particularly starting with rapid assessment. 

The Indonesian Heritage Trust together with Prince Claus Fund for Cultural Emergency 

Response, supported by volunteers from Bung Hatta University, Gadjah Mada University, Jogja 

Heritage Society, Aceh Heritage Community, Pusaka, and Association of Indonesian Architects-

IAI West Sumatera  established a Damaged Heritage Rapid Assessment Team, They have 

coordination with the BP3 (The Archaeological Heritage Preservation Office). The other 

supports received from Bank Indonesia of Padang Branch, INTO (International National Trust 

Organisation) and other individual heritage figures. 

In a relatively short time they have surveyed 244 heritage buildings. Out of the 244 surveyed 

heritage buildings they found that 119 buildings are badly damaged, 68 buildings are medium 

damaged, 41 buildings are lightly damaged, and 16 are in safe condition. There is a great risk 

that the damaged buildings will be soon rehabilitated into new modern buildings despite their 

heritage values. 

The earthquake damaged not only the buildings, but also the invaluable contents in the buildings. 

In Adityawarman museum a collection of 300 ceramics from the Ming and Ching period were 

destroyed. In the West Sumatra Library and Archive tens of thousands of books are damaged. 

Only 5% of the collection can be saved. Archive and other invaluable items were lost. 

Early recovery planning and design for heritage conservation need to be prepared soon before the 

buildings are reconstructed carelessly disregarding heritage conservation principles. 

Coordination with the local government and the Emergency Team of the National Board for 

Disaster (BNPB) is urgently required to discuss guidelines for rehabilitation in line with heritage 

conservation. 

 

 

 

 



COVERAGE 

 

I. Coverage Area 

The coverage of Damaged Heritage Rapid Assesment (DHRA) is the City of Padang and the surrounding 

area and the City of Pariaman.  

 

I.1. The City of Padang 

The City of Padang is the capital of West Sumatera Province (2007 population in West Sumatera 

Province was 4,697,764) and situated in the west coast of Sumatera Island. The inhabitants of the 

City of Padang in 2007 were 838,190 which were 17.84% of the total population in West 

Sumatera. 

 

DHRA was carried out in Old Padang area i.e. the main conservation area and the supporting 

area. Heritage buildings in the City of Padang include museum and library, and heritage 

buildings in its vicinity. Within the Old Padang area, DHRA was undertaken for heritage 

building in the list of evaluation on conservation area and cultural conservation buildings in the 

City of Padang established by Padang City Government ï Spatial Use and Spatial Building 

Agency (2006) which consists of 257 buildings.   

 

The total number of building assessed was 218 in which 105 buildings were seriously damaged, 

65 were moderately damaged, 36 were slightly damaged and 13 were undamaged (see sub 

chapter IV. Summary DHRA for details). 
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I.2.  Kabupaten Padang Pariaman dan Kota Pariaman 

 

The City of Pariaman and Padang Pariaman Regency is situated in West Sumatera Province, on 

the west coast of Sumatera Island. The City of Pariaman was previously an administrative city, 

which was part of Padang Pariaman Regency. The population of the City of Pariaman in 2007 

was 70,449 (1.5% of West Sumatera population) whilst the population of Padang Pariaman 

Regency was 384,536 (8.18% of West Sumatera population). 

DHRA was carried out in accordance with the list of unmoveable heritage objects and/or sites in 

West Sumatra Province compiled by BP 3 Batusangkar in 2007. The reality on the ground is that 

many heritage buildings are not included within the list. 

The total number of building assessed was 26 in which 14 buildings were seriously damaged, 3 

were moderately damaged, 6 were slightly damaged and 3 were undamaged (see sub chapter IV. 

Summary DHRA for details). 

 

II. Coordination 

 

In undertaking DHRA, the following institutions were contacted: 

- Head of Adityawarman Museum 

- Head of BP3 Batusangkar  

- Head of Marketing Section, Culture and Tourism Agency, West Sumatera Province 

 

III. Taskforce HER Padang 

 

DHRA Padang Team consists of 2 volunteers from Jogja, 2 from Aceh and 8 from Padang: 

¶ Punto Wijayanto (Jogja Heritage Society) 

¶ Dyah Arnawati (Architecture and Planning Department, Gadjah Mada University)  

¶ Qurratul Aini (Aceh Heritage Community) 

¶ Nurul Fajriani (Aceh Heritage Community) 

¶ Jonny Wongso (Architecture Department, Bung Hatta University)  

¶ Peri Kurnia (Architecture Department, Bung Hatta University) 

¶ Aldevitra (Architecture Department, Bung Hatta University)  

¶ Yudis Ericka Putra (Architecture Department, Bung Hatta University)  

¶ Rini Afrimayetti (Architecture Department, Bung Hatta University)  

¶ Ariyati (Architecture Department, Bung Hatta University)  

¶ Andika Nopriadi (Architecture Department, Bung Hatta University)  

¶ Faizful Ramdan (IAI West Sumatera)  

¶ M. Yusuf (BP3 Batusangkar)  

¶ Hendra Bahar (BP3 Batusangkar)  

 

DHRA Team grateful for an offer from the Head of Bank Indonesia, Padang Branch to use their 

building at BI Muaro Building, Jl. Batang Arau, Padang as HER Post. After DHRA period 

October 10-15, 2009, the HER Post is inactive. For further information please contact: Jonny 

Wongso (jo_wongso@yahoo.com) or Punto Wijayanto (punto.wijayanto@gmail.com) 

 

mailto:jo_wongso@yahoo.com


IV. SUMMARY DHRA 

 

OLD PADANG Heavy Medium Light Safe Total 

Religious Building 6 1 0 1  

Residential 41 19 13 1  

Shophouse 16 11 3 5  

Train Station 5 0 6 1  

Hotel 3 3    

Commercial Building 2 6 4 2  

School 5 5    

Office Building 4 3 3 2  

Warehouse 22 11 3 1  

Military Building  3    

Cultural Facilities  1    

 104 63 32 13 212 

SURROUNDING PADANG Heavy Medium Light Safe Total 

Religious Building  2    

Residential   2   

School   1   

Cultural Facilities 1     

 1 2 3 0 6 

PARIAMAN Heavy Medium Light Safe Total 

Religious Building 4 1 1   

Residential 5 1 1   

Shophouse 1     

Train station   2   

Hotel 1  1   

Commercial Building 2  1   

School 1   1  

Office Building  1  2  

 14 3 6 3 26 

     244 

Religious building : mosque, church, temple, etc 

Commercial building  : market, shop, restaurant, printshop, cinema. etc. 

Office building  : city hall, governorôs office, commercial office, etc 

Military building  : military headquarters, military camp/dormitory, military court 

Train Station    : station and its supporting facility 

Cultural facilities  : museum etc  


